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MESSAGE FROM MR. LESTER 
 
 In spite of March’s snow and ice, our spirit and desire to be the best that we can be burns bright and hot. 
Our staff and students have responded extremely well to our new alternative PARCC testing schedule. Testing 
went as well as expected given the new testing format; however, we look to improve the process.  
 We held some OUTSTANDING events during this month, including our 1st annual PTSO Tricky Tray.  This 
extraordinary endeavor was a huge success, raising over $12,000.  My hat is off to Mrs. Loux, her team of 
parents, and those staff members that volunteered their time to make the event such a success.  
 We end the month of March with great college basketball and, as we celebrate music appreciation week, 
we honor many great musical legends.  
 Read more about the exciting things happening at PHS.  

 
Strength & Honor 

 

 
SENIOR SPOTLIGHT   
 

 Michael D’Andrea is a senior at Piscataway High School and President of the Tri-M 
Music Honor Society.  He is planning on furthering his study of music in college by concentrating on 
composition and theory.  To that end, he has composed multiple works and has conducted his “Kyrie” at the 
Piscataway High School Winter Concert in 2015.  As President of Tri-M, Michael strives to spread awareness 
of all kinds of music and establish Tri-M as an integral part of Piscataway.  He performs with the Superchief 
Marching Band, musical pit band, wind ensemble, symphonic orchestra, and jazz band.  He is founder and 
head of the PHS Brass Quintet, which has performed at the township tree lighting, as well as the co-founder 
and co-coordinator of the PHS John Philip Sousa Ensemble.  He also enjoys playing in a Jazz Combo group 
with his friends, which has performed at the Coffee House and the Pway Experience.   
 
The Tri-M Music Honor Society is an international music honor society designed to recognize the academic 
and music achievements of students and inspire them to excel.  Piscataway High School’s Tri-M chapter is in 
its third year and will be hosting its “Evolution of Music Night” on May 21st.  Michael hopes everyone comes to 
enjoy this event, which features student performances of music stretching from the Middle Ages to the present 
day.  This year’s officers are Michael D’Andrea, President, Samantha Nadolski, Vice President, Hannah 
Aberin, Secretary, Mary Dahl, Treasurer, and Cristina Rodriguez, Historian.  Faculty advisor is Ms. Suozzo, 
whose tireless enthusiasm for music is a true inspiration to Michael.  
 



PHS HAPPENINGS 
 

PHYSICS CLASS PROJECT 
Physics class projects: More Flags!  More Fun! In physics class that is!  Mr. Hayes’ Physics students filled the 
room with model roller coasters, model elevators, cars powered by light, magnets, balloons, hammers and 
rubber bands.  These projects were part of the students’ exploration of work, energy and power unit.   The in-
class science fair was a big hit as students presented their work and vied to be voted best in-class.  After 
Physics, a trip to Six Flags is never the same.  Along the way this classroom took a major step toward the Next 
Generation Science Standards (NGSS) by reinforcing core content learning with capstone, hands on designs 
demonstrating real world applications while maintaining a role for traditional assessments.   
 
 

 
Best Elevator project.  It took tops in category and is the most photogenic 

 
 

FBLA 2015 STATE LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE RESULTS 

(Written by Chelsea Wong (sophomore), FBLA PR Director) 
PHS FBLA walked through the doors of the East Brunswick Hilton early in the morning on Thursday, February 
27th, 37 strong, eager to show our PWAY PRIDE to the other 1,800 competitors and blow the judges away. 
Little did we know we would lose power for 10 hours, eat pizza on the ballroom floor, and leave with almost half 
of our group PLACING – yes, 16 of our team placed and some even walked away with MULTIPLE titles.  
 
Opening Ceremonies – featuring our own PHS AFJROTC 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
1ST PLACE (all qualify for National Leadership Conference in Chicago) 

Grace Tan / Chelsea Wong / Catherine Wang  - 
Business Financial Plan 
 

 
 
 

Simona Alomary - Job Interview 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
2ND PLACE (all qualify for National Leadership Conference in Chicago) 

Romi Patel / Chris Davis / Pier Chihuan - Business 
Plan Project 

 
 
 

Daniel Varma / Alec Ramkissoon - Local Chapter 
Annual Business Report 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://m.facebook.com/chelseawong.us?fref=nf&refid=18&__tn__=%2As
https://m.facebook.com/groups/176816182334155?view=group&fc=photo_upload_success#!/katrina.perez.77?refid=18&__tn__=%2As
https://m.facebook.com/chris.davis.9231?refid=18&__tn__=%2As
https://m.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100001531219552&refid=18&__tn__=%2As
https://m.facebook.com/daniel.varma.7?refid=18&__tn__=%2As
https://m.facebook.com/alec.ramkissoon?refid=18&__tn__=%2As


 
 
 
 
 
 

4TH PLACE (may qualify for National Leadership Conference in Chicago) 
Bhavik Doshi - Sales Presentation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Alec Ramkissoon / Daniel Varma / Romi Patel - Battle of the Chapters 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://m.facebook.com/bdoshi523?refid=18&__tn__=%2As


5TH PLACE (may qualify for National Leadership Conference in Chicago) 
 

Luke Herpriyonggo - Digital Design and Promotion 

 
 
 

Hamzah Husain / Gavin McKim / Kandarp Patel- 
Computer Game Simulation 

 
 
 

 

 

Chelsea Wong - Gold Officer and Local Chapter 
Website Award of Merit 

 
 

 

Bhavik Doshi - Mary Lynn Fracaroli Memorial Scholarship 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://m.facebook.com/luke.herpriyonggo?refid=18&__tn__=%2As
https://m.facebook.com/hamzah.husain.18?refid=18&__tn__=%2As
https://m.facebook.com/kandarp.patel.503?refid=18&__tn__=%2As


BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
 

In honor of Black History Month a program was held on February 25, 2015 celebrating “The Civil Rights Movement.” 
 
The diverse program panel discussed how the Civil Rights Movement has impacted their lives.  Panelists shared some of 
their experiences, personal stories and opinions with the audience as well as how they were personally impacted by the 
civil rights movement growing up and how they are being impacted in 2015. During the presentation, students were 
engaged in the conversation by asking thought evoking questions. Several students participated in a post presentation 
dialogue with the panelists, where they offered their thoughts and what they took away from the enlightening 
presentation. 
 

 The Black National Anthem- “Lift Every Voice and Sing” was performed by, Tenaj Bell, Essence Leak & Bria 
Styles. 

 Kwaku Agyemany, President of AACC, offered inspiring opening remarks that set the tone for the discussion. 

 Feature Editor-Nashly Israel & PHS Reporter Fernanda Alvarado, served as student moderators. 
 
Panelists featured below are: 
Author Paula McCoy Pinderhughes, Retired Physical Education Teacher and Activist Bruce Butts, Anti Bullying Advocate 
and Hip-Hop Activist “Substance,” and Freeholder Kenneth Armwood. 

 

 
 

******************* 
Mr. Alfred E. Blake V., Chancellor of Rule Breaker University and Rutgers University Assistant Director of Undergraduate 
Entrepreneurship Programs, spoke to our students on February 20, regarding Entrepreneurship.  Our students left the talk 
very enlightened and excited about future opportunities. 
 

 



On February 27, Women’s Hall of Fame 2010 Making a Difference for Women Award Winner - Dr. Alyson 
Beausoleil-Holt, spoke to our students about Entrepreneurship, Education, Aerospace and Military Service.  
Her presentation was very informative and engaging for our students.  
 

 
 

************* 
 
On March 6 Byron Hurt spoke during an assembly to present on issues of race, health and social justice with a 
particular focus on gender violence prevention. As a filmmaker and motivational speaker, Mr. Hurt’s work and 
the discussion forum with students was a valuable experience for both students and teachers. He has 
screened his films, and provided keynote speeches on hundreds of college and university campuses around 
the country, and in various parts of the world. From Howard University to Harvard University, his audiences are 
racially and culturally diverse. His documentary Hip-Hop: Beyond Beats and Rhymes premiered at the 
2006 Sundance Film Festival[2] and broadcast nationally on PBS in 2007.[3] His film Soul Food Junkies received 
the Best Documentary Award at the 2012 American Black Film Festival[1] and aired on PBS' Independent Lens. 

After the assembly Mr. Hurt met with Mr. Viney's 50 Strong group for a meet and greet and to share some of 
his recent work on hazing in American society. 

 

 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hip-Hop:_Beyond_Beats_and_Rhymes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sundance_Film_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sundance_Film_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PBS
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byron_Hurt#cite_note-3
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Soul_Food_Junkies&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Black_Film_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Black_Film_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_Lens


NJHS FILM CHALLENGE 
One of Piscataway High School's entries into the 2015 NJHS Film Challenge won the award for best visual effects! There 
were a total of 78 short films entered from over 30 high schools across the state.  
 
The production team consisted of Mohamed Mohamed, Melissa Chircop, Emily Harding, and Taylor Thurmond. Also Sam 
Ogden was featured as talent. 
 

 
 

Here is a link to the video entitled, "Forgotten" -- it is 3 minutes long. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7oUHjoR50CQ 
 
 

COLLEGE BOARD’S CALL FOR ARTISTS 
Natalia Pena’s artwork “Bubble Me” has been selected as one of the 18 winners of the College Board’s National Call for 
Artists! With over 800 submissions received, her piece was identified as being masterfully created and for having an 
outstanding interpretation of the College Board purpose statement — to challenge all students to own their future. Her 
original artwork will be displayed proudly at the College Board New York Office for two years as a constant reminder to 
staff and visitors of the voices and creative expressions of students. Mrs. Amme. 
 
 

STUDENT EXCHANGE WITH SAGRADA FAMILIA, BARCELONA, SPAIN 
During our 23

rd
 annual exchange with Sagrada Familia, Barcelona, Spain, nine students and two teachers (Amarfi Herrera 

and Giovanni Reynoso) traveled to Barcelona, Spain.  They stayed in the homes of Barcelona families, attended classes 
and visited major tourist sites.  Under the guidance of Amarfi Herrera, our Pway students prepared, rehearsed 
presentations for the Sagrada Familia school.  The feedback on the quality of presentations and the wonderful behavior of 
our students was delightful and humbling. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7oUHjoR50CQ


 
CHINESE STUDENTS VISITED PHS 
During our 6th annual exchange with Shanghai High School, twenty students and four teachers from Shanghai, 
China visited PHS for five days.  They stayed in the homes of PHS students/faculty and attended classes.  
Under the leadership of Zhi Kang, our PHS students organized and facilitated events that allowed our guests to 
be fully immersed in American culture.  The level of maturity our PHS students exhibited was commendable. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
PTSO TRICKY TRAY 
The Piscataway High School PTSO hosted its first Tricky Tray fundraising event on Friday, March 13th in the 
Patton Cafeteria. The PTSO Committee has worked together over the last three months to solicit baskets and 
donations from the Piscataway community and neighboring businesses.  Some of the top level prizes included 
Devils tickets, Disney Hopper Passes, an American Standard faucet and toilet, a 32” flat screen TV, Kate 
Spade apparel, and a “Gift Card Tree” with over $500 of restaurant gift cards hanging from the branches. 
There was also a Money Hat with $150.00 cash and a Lottery Apron with over $200.00 worth of scratch off 
lotto tickets.   
 
The community’s response to the event was overwhelmingly positive as the cafeteria was filled with nearly 400 
enthusiastic and “experienced” Tricky-Trayers, blowing their whistles and horns. A student jazz band 
serenaded the participants as they placed their tickets in the baskets and the Class of 2018 student council 
served as the prize runners. Erik Hall, the MC for the evening, energized the crowd with his constant sense of 
humor, as he announced the winning ticket number for each basket. 
 
After months of hard work and persistent solicitation, the PTSO raised over $12,000 that will be used for high 
school scholarships and teacher mini-grants! An additional $900.00 was also raised for the Matt Hollan Fund to 
aid in Matt’s current fight against cancer. 
The Piscataway High School PTSO is dedicated to help the academic and social needs for ALL students. Our 
fundraising efforts throughout the school year are done to support the academic and extracurricular activities 
for students. If you are interested in becoming an active participant in the PHS PTSO or you would like to apply 
for a teacher mini-grant, please email Jessica Loux (jloux@pway.org) for more information. 
 

mailto:jloux@pway.org


 
The PTSO Tricky Tray Committee 

Back Row (Left to right): Eileen Opitz, Bernadette Dowdy, Roseann Roberts, Carla Franchi, Vivian Hatchett 

Front Row (Left to right): Laura Leibowitz, Michelle Ciano, Jessica Loux 

 

 

 
The Class of 2018 student volunteers 



 
PHS Students playing in their Jazz Band 

 
All proceeds from our 50/50 were donated to the Matt Hollan Fund to support Matt’s fight against cancer. 

 
 
 
ATHLETIC RECOGNITION 
 
Boys Bowling  

 Won the GMC Boys Bowling Championship 
 
Wrestling:  The following boys placed in District 19 and Region 5 State Championships: 
 
District 19 State Championship 

 Eti-ini Udott  - Champion (1st place at 182 lb. weight class) 

 Arcelio Aponte – Champion (1st place at 132 lb. weight class) 

 Jordan Cooke – placed 2nd at 145 lb. weight class 

 Mike Petite - placed 2nd at 160 lb. weight class 

 Aron Wright – placed 3rd at 120 lb. weight class 

 Mike Yeboah – placed 4th at 152 lb. weight class 



 
Region 5 State Championship 

 Eti-ini Udott  - Champion (1st place at 182 lb. weight class) 

 Mike Petite - Champion (1st place at 160 lb. weight class) 
 
Boys Winter Track 

 Eric Bethea – won the triple jump at the Eastern States Winter Track Championship in the NYC Armory 
with a leap of 49’6.5” Eric set a new school record with this jump.   

 
Girls Basketball 

 Won the GMC girls Basketball Championship for the third year in a row! 
 
 
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
April 3 -9 - Spring Break.  School will be in session on April 10 (makeup snow day) 
April 17 - FBLA Mission for Life Charity Basketball Game, 7 pm, East Gym 
April 17 - ICCA International Night, 6 pm – Patton Café 
April 26 - P’way Walk/Run, 9 am 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

H A P P Y  S P R I N G!! 
 


